Sentimental Unfairness
if ever he looks into that antiquated object, the young
effendi knows that this is true.
His inferiority complex is, however, a mistake. It is
not by denying things as they are, but by putting them in
their right places, that the young effendi might find a.
more secure and less arrogant confidence. He does not,
as a rule, hit on the real flaw in the opposing argument:
for the sentimentalist, when he brings the old and the new
together, measures them unfairly by their momentary
value, and not by the achievement of the past on the one
hand, and the possibilities of the present and future on the
other.
Minerva sprang fully equipped from the head of Jove;
even at the time it was considered ,an unusual occurrence.
It is absurd to complain because the young effendi cannot
provide such ready-made perfection. And yet this is
what we are apt to do. We compare the finished Old
with the New which has scarcely begun. If we expected
the same sort of prodigy in French or mathematics, the
young effendi would have no sense of inferiority in saying
that he had not yet acquired the mastery of logarithms
or grammar, as the case might be, and no one would feel
that this disqualified him as a scholar or a mathematician
of the future. But just because it is the vague matter of
civilization, he misses his point: he feels bound to counter
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